
Rhode Island Economic Development Corporation

Enterprise Zone Council

Minutes of Meeting of September 26, 2006

RIEDC; 4th Floor, Room 1

One West Exchange Place

Providence, RI 02903

Attendance:

COUNCIL		AFFILIATION

M. Wood		Town of Burrillville

B. Parsons		RIEDC

D. Varin		Vice Chairman

D. Langley		Director, Urban League of RI

R. Caniglia		EZ Member

OTHER		AFFILIATION

B. Clark		Portsmouth Bus. Dev.

K. Cosentino		City of Providence

A. Crisman		Mt. Hope EZ

M. Godin		Needs, Inc.

K. Materne		Legal Counsel

B. Vild			RI Statewide Planning 

V. Barros		RIEDC

T. Deller		Providence Planning & Development



A. Cinotti		Providence Planning & Development

N. Clark		City of Pawtucket

J. Polucha		City of Woonsocket

L. Plays		City of Woonsocket

M. Cassidy		City of Pawtucket

B. Heath		City of Pawtucket

A. Ranaldi		Town of Lincoln

D. Maher 		City of Cranston

M. LoPresti		City of Cranston

S. Carrera		RIEDC

Mr. Varin called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and noted that

there was a quorum present.

The first item of business before the Council was a recommendation

for 2005 membership.  Mr. Barros said that there was one business

recommended, Rhode Island State Pier Properties, Inc., which would

bring the year-to-date total to 45 new businesses.

	Mr. Parsons moved to approve; Mr. Caniglia seconded the motion. 

There being no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

	The second item of business before the Council was

recommendations for 2005 certification.  Mr. Barros pointed out that

there was a revised report that included three businesses.  Mr. Barros

noted that all three had met all criteria for year-end certification, and



that staff recommended approval, which would bring the year-to-date

total to 163.

	Mr. Parsons moved to approve; Mr. Caniglia seconded the motion. 

There being no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

	The third item of business before the Council was two separate

requests for enterprise zone re-designation.  Mr. Barros mentioned

that “all of the zones in the EZ Program are designated for a term of

five years.  The four original zones, which were designated in 1992,

are set to expire on December 31st of this year (2006).  The

communities making re-designation presentations today have

submitted materials for the Council to review.”

	The first request was from Pawtucket/Lincoln.  Mr. Cassidy made a

presentation relating to the Pawtucket portion of that zone,

highlighting the current status of the zone and future development

plans in the zone.  Mr. Cassidy discussed the public investments

made in the zone, and explained that the city is hoping to get the DOT

to replace the Conant Street Bridge.  He said that the city is working

with one of the larger mill complexes, the Coast and Clark Complex,

and working closely with the business owners in that complex on

parking and other issues to better serve the employees of the

businesses that occupy the mill complex.  He added that the city has

partnered with DOT for a project on Mineral Spring Avenue,  covering

the entire length from North Providence to the Conant Street Bridge. 



He stated that in 2008 the city will be doing a complete resurfacing, all

new sidewalks and adding brick edging that appears in other areas of

the city, utilizing re-stamp concrete. 

	Mr. Ranaldi then made a presentation relating to the Lincoln portion

of the zone, saying “We were very fortunate to renovate two vacant

buildings that were on the market for a considerable amount and we

recruited Fortune Metals which consolidated all of their RI businesses

into this one building in the zone.  Also we have a large complex that

is right now being used but not to its fullest potential. We have just

very recently had two spaces within the mill building converted to a

pilates and a yoga studio.  So we have already started a vigorous

zoning review so that this mill conversion will hopefully speed things

up and we also have two other applicants waiting in the sidelines to

be approved.  We are seeing an awful lot of activity in that area which

is we are looking for another five years to continue.”

	Mr. Parsons moved to approve the Pawtucket/Lincoln; Mr. Wood

seconded the motion.  

	

	The Council discussed the application with the representatives from

Pawtucket and Lincoln.  

Mr. Wood asked whether the change in tax credit has made any

difference.



Mr. Cassidy replied that the numbers are about the same.

Ms. Godin said, “I think business people have expressed

disappointment but I don’t think that it has deterred them from

participating in the program.  I agree with Mike that is has pretty

much been the same.”

Mr. Vild asked about the impact of the historic preservation tax credit.

Mr. Cassidy said that it “has made a big difference in the renovation

of the mill,” and discussed the impact on the mill.

Mr. Varin asked about the Use Variance Applications, and the overlay

district, and whether they are the same area.

Mr. Ranaldi replied that they are, “very dedicated property owners

who have owned the mills for decades and they, they have other

businesses and all there extra money goes to rehabilitating or

keeping the mills up to the best of their ability.  These owners are

very attached to their mills, so they have been trying to attract larger

businesses to rent their mill space.”  The overlay district has not yet

been adopted, but Mr. Ranaldi expressed hope that it would be

adopted shortly.

	The Council then discussed the function of Ms. Godin and Needs,



Inc. with respect to these applications.  Ms. Godin stated that the

reason that representatives of the districts do not attend EZ Council

meetings is because they are represented through Ms. Godin.

	

	Mr. Caniglia asked about the results of the advertising that Needs,

Inc. did.

	Ms. Godin said, “We do get responses.  I can’t say they are

overwhelming responses.  Our greatest success is communicating

with each other.”  She further discussed how her company functions

with respect to the EZs.

	Mr. Varin said, “I can tell the representatives from Lincoln and

Pawtucket that you are well represented here by Ms. Godin.”

	Mr. Varin clarified that the motion was for a 5-year re-designation. 

There being no further discussion, the motion passed unanimously.

	The next application for re-designation was from Port of

Providence/Cranston.

	Mr. Deller, the Director of Planning and Development for the city of

Providence, made a presentation, saying “that the EZ has been a very

important program to the City of Providence and the businesses in

Providence.  We are constantly being contacted by groups trying to

understand what assistance they can get to help grow their



businesses, locate their businesses in Providence and we work very

hard to get that information out.”  He further said, “we have standard

practice when anyone comes in to meet with anyone, whether it is

myself as director of planning or head of economic development that

we talked to them about the benefits of locating in the zone.  We are

doing a lot to make the  business environment more attractive. About

a year ago we finished a policy piece called Providence 20/20 that

focused on where we wanted to grow our economy and our city and it

incorporated growth in the two zones.”  

	

	Mr. Maher then made his presentation relative to the Cranston

portion of the zone.  He gave a brief overview of the zone and talked

about how local businesses have benefited from zone related tax

incentives.  He mentioned how the new police station will cause a

synergic growth in that Cranston Street area of the zone.. 

	There was discussion relating to adding zones that have been

dropped by the Federal program.  Mr. Deller commented that he and

the Mayor are reviewing the EZ law to determine best course of action

and that he would inform the Council of the city’s decision before

taking any action. He said they were seeking advice of legal counsel. 

He further discussed the impact of the Supreme Court decision and

the ruling from HUD prohibiting use of federal funds to acquire

property for development.  He said that they were working through

lobbyists to clarify the meaning of HUD’s ruling.



	There was more general discussion about the building and

developments efforts in the zones to date.

	Mr. Caniglia asked, “what energies Cranston and Port of Providence

have working together as a single EZ.”  

	Mr. Deller replied that they are essentially two separate entities that

are working in separate areas and directions, and that there is no

need for them to work together.

	Mr. Barros commented that when Cranston went through their first

expansion which was the Narragansett Brewery property it was

considered an expansion the existing Port of  Providence/Cranston

zone when, in a practical sense, it establish a separate Cranston

zone.”  

	Mr. Vild commented that “just because a lot of that original

Providence zone has gone to Johnston & Wales, don’t think that it is

lost to industrial use because education is considered industrial

cluster by the EDC and by us.  I think that what we need to do is we

need to have a more modern definition of what exactly an industry is. 

Taking in the cultural workers that they were talking about, and

certainly taking in the education.  There are going to be all kinds of

spin offs to from having that education facility.”

	Mr. Maher added that “we are a restaurant state” and discussed the



number of restaurants in the area.

	There was further discussion regarding Johnson & Wales’s impact

on the area.

	Mr. Langley moved approval of the application.  Mr. Caniglia

seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, the motion

passed unanimously.

	Under new business, Mr. Barros said, “that he was working very

closely with the Secretary of State’s office on streamlining the ‘letter

of good standing process’ which may eliminate the $20 fee charged

to zone businesses seeking those letters.”

	Mr. Caniglia noted that West Warwick did not attend the meeting and

thought it was a valuable meeting for them to attend.  Mr. Barros

stated he informed them of the re-designation presentations to be

held and hoped they would attend so they could see other zones go

through the re-designation process.

	Mr. Barros also commented on the towns’ updating their databases

to keep track of how many companies are added to the program, both

to report it back and to show that they are actively involved in the

program.

	Mr. Varin commented that Ms. Cosentino “has been an effective



representative here and always promptly and accurately address

questions raised by the Council with respected to Providence.”

	There being no further business, Mr. Caniglia moved to adjourn.  Mr.

Langley seconded the motion.  There being no discussion, the motion

passed unanimously.

	The meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.

Rhode Island Economic Development Corporation

Enterprise Zone Council

Minutes of Meeting of January 27, 2007

RIEDC; 4th Floor, Room 1

One West Exchange Place

Providence, RI 02903

Attendance:

COUNCIL		AFFILIATION

R. Caniglia		Stand Corp.

D. Varin 		Vice Chairman 

M. Wood		Town of Burrillville

B. Parsons		RIEDC

D. Langley		Urban League of RI

OTHER		AFFILIATION



V. Barros		RIEDC

J. Garrahy		Legal Counsel

B. Clark		Portsmouth Bus. Dev.

K. Cosentino		City of Providence

A. Crisman		Mt. Hope EZ

M. Godin		Needs, Inc.

B. Vild			RI Statewide Planning

K. Flynn		RIEDC

J. Moran		City of East Providence

T. Deller		City of Providence

B. Malavich		City of West Warwick

	Vice Chairman Varin called the meeting of the Enterprise Zone

Council to order at approximately 10:10 AM and noted that there was

a quorum present.

The first item of business before the Council was the minutes of the

October 24th   meeting.

Mr. Varin asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Caniglia

made the motion; seconded my Mr. Wood.  

Mr. Varin noted some correction, “on page 3, it should read ‘Scott

Gibbs’, not ‘Scott Wolff’ and Page 5, in the 3rd paragraph the ‘zone’

should be added.”



There being no further discussion, the motion was unanimously

approved.

	The next order of business before the Council was 2006

Recommendations for Membership.

	Mr. Barros stated that the companies on the report would have been

presented for   Council consideration if there had been a meeting in

November or December of last year and recommended approval of all

three business for 2006 EZ membership.

Mr. Varin asked for a motion to approve the membership report. Mr.

Wood made the motion; seconded by Mr. Caniglia.  Mr. Varin asked

for comments or questions. 

Mr. Parsons asked if Advanced Financial Services in East Providence

was a new or existing location.  Mr. Moran confirmed that it was a

new office location for that company.

There being no further discussion, the motion was unanimously

approved.

The next order of business before the Council was Recommendation

for 2005 Certification.



Mr. Barros stated that as with the recommendations of membership

the two companies recommended for certification would have been

presented in November of December and recommended approval of

both businesses. He stated that the year-end numbers were 162

certified EZ businesses and 1108 new, full-time jobs created by those

businesses.

Mr. Varin asked for a motion to approve the recommendations.  Mr.

Wood made the motion which was seconded by Mr. Parsons.  Mr.

Varin asked for comments or questions. There being no further

discussion, the motion was unanimously approved.

The next order of business before the Council was Old Business

which consisted of  a letter from the city of Providence.

Mr. Barros gave an brief overview of the options for re-establishing

enterprise zone census tracts lost due to the expiration of the Federal

Enterprise Community detailed in the letter.

He stated that the most viable option and the one the city seems to be

most supportive of involves removing the restriction of  five (5)

contiguous census tracts, thus combining the Port of Providence,

Providence II and other eligible census tracts in one Providence

Enterprise Zone.

Mr. Deller further addressed the issues and referred the Council’s



attention to the maps of that were provided. He stated the city’s

preference for creating one zone in Providence and making all census

tracts that meet EZ criteria eligible for Providence enterprise zone

designation..

He stated that Providence was second to pre-Katrina New Orleans in

childhood poverty and the only way to address that is to create more

jobs and opportunities for families, and the enterprise zone is one of

the tool to accomplish that.   

He directed the Council’s to attention to a proposed amendment to

the existing enterprise zone law for the Council’s review and

consideration.

Mr. Vild asked if it was a blanket lifting of the five contiguous census

tracts. Mr. Deller stated that it would only apply to Providence.  Mr.

Vild suggested that the language reflect a linkage to the Federal

Enterprise Community in order to prevent other communities from

seeking the same exemption to the five contiguous census tract

limitation.

Mr. Wood asked to questions: why must census tracts be contiguous

and where these census tracts originally eligible for state program

but excluded because they were in the federal zone?

Mr. Deller stated that language was added to the law to allow any



federally designated zone eligibility under the state program. Mr.

Varin added that the two Providence zones were in place prior to the

federal zone’s establishment. He added that once the federal zone

was in place it made sense to have those census tracts eligible for

the state benefits, however, once the federal designation expired in

December of 2004, the state benefits on longer applied to those

census tracts.

Mr. Barros and Mr. Garrahy both expressed their belief that the five

census tract restriction was most likely a policy decision made by

those who drafted the enabling legislation.

Mr. Parsons added that he thought the early drafts for federal

enterprise zones were used as a template for the state’s program. 

Mr. Varin asked if the amended language would consolidate the

yellow, pink and blue sections of the map into one zone. Mr. Deller

confirmed this and added that it would not impact the language that

addresses the Cranston area along the port. 

Mr. Varin asked about the language restricting the Providence Place

Mall from  zone participation and benefit. Mr. Deller pointed out that

the language is still in the amendment and that the exemption will

remain in place. 

Mr. Varin asked about the streets and block groups in census tracts



16, 17 and 18 that were added to the Providence zone a few years ago

and the inherent difficulty getting social and economic demographic

information from partial census tracts.

Mr. Garrahy asked for some clarification regarding those partial

census tracts. Mr. Deller stated that his amendment would remove all

reference to those tracts and instead refer to all eligible census tracts

in the city of Providence.

Mr. Varin asked Mr. Deller if the city was formally seeking the Council

support of the amendment before them. Mr. Deller responded in the

affirmative.

Mr. Varin asked for a motion from the Council to support the city’s

proposed amendment to the enterprise zone legislation.  Mr. Parsons

made the motion; seconded by Mr. Caniglia.  Mr. Varin asked for

questions or comments. 

Mr. Wood expressed concern that other communities would want

similar consideration from the Council to expand their zones beyond

the five census tracts. Mr. Varin responded by stating the other

communities could not use the same rationale because the only

federal zone in the state was in the city of Providence. 

Mr. Wood suggested that the motion be amended to reflect Mr. Vild’s

concern, and that the proposed amendment should specifically

mention that it applies only to the federal enterprise community.



Mr. Deller agreed to add language to line 3 that reads “…because of

the expiration of the Federal Enterprise Community designation…” 

Mr. Varin asked for a second to Mr. Wood’s revised motion. It was

seconded by Mr. Caniglia.  A brief discuss ensued about the number

of zones and the limitation of 10 total enterprise zones.  Mr. Varin

asked if there was any further discuss. There being none, he asked

for a vote to support the city’s proposal in the form of the amended

motion which added language about the federal enterprise

community. The motion was unanimously approved.

Mr. Barros stated that he would prepare a letter of support for the city

from the Council. 

The next item on the agenda was the New Business. Mr. Barros

introduced John Garrahy as the new enterprise zone legal counsel

and discussed some general enterprise zone related housekeeping

issues.

Mr. Barros also introduce Katharine Flynn, the new director of

business development, who was in attendance at the meeting, and

mentioned that Saul Kaplan, the director of the RIEDC, will be

addressing the Council at the February meeting.

	Mr. Caniglia asked about the Division of Taxation’s participation on



the Council. Mr. Barros stated that he had spoken to Mr. Canole and

stressed the importance of having the division’s participation and

involvement at Council meetings.  Mr. Canole assured Mr. Barros that

he would try to attend as many meeting as possible, given his

crowded schedule, and that he would always be available to give the

division’s opinion, guidance or ruling on specific issues if requested.

	Mr. Caniglia asked that housekeeping issues be addressed at the

next meeting, particularly was it relates to the Division of Taxation,

forming a paper trail with the Mr. Canole to demonstrate that he is

being informed and keep up to date on Council business.

	Mr. Langley arrived at the meeting after experience some difficulty

finding the new RIEDC office.

	Mr. Langley suggested a letter requesting the attendance of someone

from the Division of Taxation be generated and sent.

	Mr. Vild acknowledged the importance of taxation’s presence on

issues that may not be transparent. He added that Virginia was able

to provide insight and valuable commentary on a varied of issues, not

just those with obvious tax ramifications. 

	Mr. Caniglia asked for a global housekeeping update at the next

meeting and Mr. Barros agreed.  



	There being no other business to come before the Council, Mr. Varin

asked for a motion to adjourn. Mr. Langley moved to adjourn.  Mr.

Wood seconded the motion.  The motion was approved unanimously

and the meeting was adjourned at 11:15 a.m.


